Simeen Ishaque- Farhat’s Artist’s Statement

Born and raised in Pakistan, I moved to the U.S. in 1992, and while I have lived in the States ever since, I have visited my native country, quite frequently. These trips made me observe the changes in the socio-political environment there and the relationship, and conflict, between the Islamic and the Western Worlds; both as an outsider and insider. One of the changes I have noticed has been the growing trend of veiling by Muslim women. Although I retain many aspects of my cultural upbringing, at times I have found myself becoming more westernized. As a result, I often feel myself caught in the middle; although it helps me to observe things from multi-perspectives. All this global and personal chaos, and conflict, inspired me, as an artist, to create this new body of work: female forms, sometimes hollow; with words coming out of their mouths.
By pairing these figures with the text, I strive to show a connection between the mind and soul: a mind is free to think and a soul is free to exist; separate from their utterance as a sound and with or without the coverings of an outer garment, respectively. The text is used aesthetically- as a flowing pattern- as well as  philosophically; with the ethereal figures it enables a dialogue with the viewer or monologue between mind and body.
The words are appropriated from famous Urdu poets, notably Faiz Ahmed Faiz and Mirza Ghalib, both of whom powerfully wrote about freedom of thought, and speech. Either paired with the figures as sculptures and installation-or by themselves-as layered, condensed, and chaotic drawings- the text in a cluster formation represents their linguistic power into an explosion of visual energy. 
The choice of mediums and materials are also an integral part of my artistic investigation. In order to achieve the mysterious, translucent, and sheer effects of the veils and body coverings, I have used various types of fabrics; and in order to make them hollow and stiffened, several methods and stiffeners have been experimented.
For the stylized text in 3- D form, I have experimented with different types of wood, and a few more flexible materials to ensure that I am able to manipulate the physical medium to best fit my concepts. The 2-D drawings of the text that evolved from of the installations, are also very labor intensive, and require a lot of attention to the detail. 
Through the interactive nature of my installations, sculptures, and textual drawings, I pose questions for each culture to examine from their own perspective: Considering that there is a figure but no embodied form showing, can this be called contemporary figurative Islamic Art? Do these life-size veiled figures threaten or confuse non-Muslim Westerners and why? Recognizing that this work represents women’s freedom to think, can this work be called a universally Feminist art?
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EDUCATION

2000 
M.F.A., Texas Christian University Fort Worth, Texas. Summa cum Laude.

1998 
B.F.A., Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona. Summa cum Laude.

SOLO AND TWO-PERSON EXHIBITIONS 

2010 
Twelve Gates Gallery, Philadelphia, PA. (Solo)
V.M. Art Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan. Forthcoming. (Solo)
Myriad/Masnavi, Paul Booker and Simeen Farhat, Anya Tish Gallery, Houston, TX. (Two-Person)

2009
Uncoverings....., Haggerty Gallery, Dallas, Texas. (Two-Person)

2008 
Words Without Voices; Forms Without Bodies, The McKinney Avenue Contemporary, Dallas, TX (Solo). 
Textual Dynamite, Mighty Fine Arts, Project Room, Dallas, TX (Solo).
Babelating, Diane Sikes and Simeen Ishaque. 500X Gallery, Dallas, TX (Two-Person)

2006
On the Run, Kiva Gallery, Dallas, TX. (Solo)

2005
Somebody, 500X Gallery, Dallas, Texas. (Two-Person)
Shadows, Commerce Street Artists Warehouse, Houston, TX (Solo)

2003 
Duty Free, Visual Arts and Technology Gallery, San Antonio College, TX.(Two-Person)

2002
F.I.M., Mezzanine Gallery, Arlington Museum of Art, TX. (Solo)

2001
The Other Views, Fort Worth International Center, Fort Worth, TX (Solo).
Simeen Ishaque, Ridglea Recital Hall, (alternative space) Ft. Worth, TX (Solo).
Distant Medleys, Dallas Center for Contemporary Arts, Dallas (former DVAC) Texas (Solo)

2000
Signs: Obscure and Legible, MFA Exhibition, Moudy Exhibition Hall, TCU, Ft Worth, TX .(Solo)
Time and Place, New Talent Gallery, Irving Art Center, Irving, TX.(Solo)
Distant Signs, Elder Gallery, Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln, NB (Solo)

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2009
Group Show, Khaki Gallery, Boston, MA.
Backroom Invitational, Bath House Cultural Center, Dallas, TX.
Body Text= "Gender," Visual Arts Main Gallery, University of Texas at Dallas, TX. 
Anya Tish Gallery, Houston, TX.
Chawkandi Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan.
Texas Biennial 2009. Mexican American Cultural Center. Austin, TX. 
No Honor In Killing: Making Visible Buried Truth, National Art Gallery, Islamabad, Pakistan.

2008
Your Favorite Artist Was a Member, 500X Gallery, Dallas, TX.

2007
Group Show, Mighty Fine Arts Gallery, Dallas, TX.
East of Arden, Studio 107 Gallery, Austin, TX.
Art for the Bridge, Gerald Peters Gallery, Dallas, TX.
Articulating the Subtext, Alliance Française Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan. 

2006
Holiday Punch, Studio107 Gallery, Austin, TX.
Art for the Bridge, Gerald Peters Gallery, Dallas, TX.
Big As Night, Mighty Might Arts, Dallas TX.
Platform, Arlington Museum of Art, Arlington, TX.
West Meets West, University of Art and Design, Helsinki, Finland.

2005
Broadway 417 Gallery, New York, NY.
La Frontera, Gescheidle Contemporary, Chicago, IL. 
Frisbee Fair, Miami, FL.
New Texas Talent’ 05, Craighead-Green Gallery, Dallas, TX. 
Red Hot Red Dot, Women and Their Work Gallery, Austin, TX.
WAVE, Group Show, Graceland University, Lamonie, IA.
Work Must Be Smooth, 5oo X Gallery, Dallas, TX.

2004 
Simeen Ishaque, 500 X Gallery, Dallas, Texas.
Piano Art Invitational, El Centro College Gallery. 
My Shadows Burnt in the Sun, Buffalo Bayou Art Park, Houston, TX.

2003 
Of Being, Fort Worth Community Art Center, TX .
Dallas versus Houston, CSAW, Houston, TX.
Balancing the Curves, Performance Hall Lobby, Richland College, Dallas, TX.
Light Discussion, The Art Corridor II, Arlington, Texas.
ARTS 2003, National Juried Exhibition. Rockwall Art Center, Rockwall, TX. 

2002 
The Yellow Line, The Art Corridor II, Arlington, TX
Digital Visions, Contemporary Art Center, Sacramento, CA.
Faculty Biennial, Lago Vista Gallery, Richland College, Dallas, TX.
Uraan, Amin Gulgee Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan 
Break on Through to the Other Side, cyber sent gallery,http://www.arttextnet.com. 
Interrogating Diversity, Betty Rymer Gallery,The School of the Art Institute of Chicago, IL.
Multiply Identify, Reed Art Gallery, University of Maine at Presque Isle, ME.
Series Eight, Print Exhibit, St. Edwards University Fine Arts Building, Austin, TX. 
Multiply Identify, Shaw Center Art Gallery, Graceland University, Lamonie, IA.
Art Squared, Continental Gallery, Dallas, TX.
Printed and Painted, Part I, Gallery 72, Omaha, NB.
Takhti Project, Sadeqain Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan.

2001
Distant Medleys, Dallas Center for Contemporary Arts, Dallas (former DVAC) Texas (Solo).
The Slant,. Diverse Works, Houston, TX.
Relics, Lago Vista Gallery, Dallas, TX. 
Import / Export, Woman Made Gallery, Chicago, IL. 
New Prints From Texas!, Women & Their Work Gallery, Austin, TX.

2000
Just Six, New Works Space, The McKinney Avenue Contemporary Dallas, TX.
Artistas De Las Americas, Fort Worth Central Library Arts Gallery, Fort Worth, TX.
13th Parkside National Small Print Exhibition, U W, Parkside, Kenosha, WI.
15th Annual National Works on Paper, 2000, U T, Tyler, TX. 
Southern Graphics Council Travelling Show, Work was exhibited at various sites in the U.S.
Fred Wells 24th National Juried Exhibition, Nebraska Wesleyan University. NB.
Americas 2000 Paper Works Competition, Minot State University, SD. 

1999
Group Show, Art One Gallery, Scottsdale, AZ.
Fred Wells 23rd National Juried Exhibition, Nebraska Wesleyan University, NB
National Juried Students Printmaking Exhibition,Memorial Union Gallery, ASU, AZ. 
Expo 99, National Juried Exhibition. 500 X Gallery, Dallas TX. 
Group Show, Indus Art Gallery, Karachi, Pakistan. 

|1998
Art in the Metroplex, Moudy Exhibition Hall, TCU, Fort Worth, TX. 
Featured Artist, Art One Gallery, Scottsdale, AZ.
BFA Show, Step Gallery, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ.

1996 
Art One Gallery, Scottsdale, AZ.

1995
League for Innovation, National Juried Student Art Competition.AZ.
Featured Artist, Art One Gallery, Scottsdale, AZ.

1994
Award of Excelence,Mesa Community College, AZ.

1993
16th Annual Art Exhibition, Ashland Gallery, Phoenix, AZ
.
1991
10 Young Artists in Karachi, Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi. 

PUBLICATIONS AND PRESS 

2009 
The Daily Times, Buried in Nasirabad yet breathing in painter’s brush," by Mahtab Bashir Thursday, April 16.
2008

DFW Classical Radio Station, WRR 1011.1 FM, “Art Matters,” Interview by Quin Mathews. Sunday, September 19th, 4:30 p.m. and Thursday, September. 23, 6:30 p.m. 2008.
Dallas Observer, ” Gut Reaction,” by Andrea Grimes. “http://www.dallasobserver.com/events/laray-polk-simeen-ishaque-and-sasha-dela-
1075301/.
Capturing Language through the Veil: On the Work of Simeen Ishaque in Words Without Voices; Forms Without Bodies. By Charissa N. Terranova. catalogue 
The Daily Dawn, “New Media Art: A Metaphor of Our Time,” by Niilofur Farrukh.March 8, 2008.  http://dawn.net/wps/wcm/connect/Dawn

2006
Fall Gallery Night Bro, wwwfwada.com/Fall-Gallery-Night-2006.pdf.2005
Dallas Arts Review, www.dallasartsrevue.com/ArtSpaces/ D-Art/2005, member show/DCCA-memshow.shtml. 

2003
Artlies,"A Light Discussion," by Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe. Summer. 2003, Number. 39, Pg 52.

Star-Telegram, "Artists Construct Persuasive Artworks with Words," byPeggy Henkel-Wolfe. April 12, Pg.8F.
Dallas Morning News, "Language and Art," by Tom Sime. Wed. April 2, 2003. Pg. 6E.
The Collegian, "Artists to Join SE Discussion," by Moderna Harwood. Ap. 2, 2003. Pg 10.

2002

Fort Worth Weekly, "Night & Day," by Kristian Lin. July 25-31, 2002. 
Guide, The Dallas Morning News, August 2, 2002. Review, page 49.
Star Telegram, "Arlington Click," Friday, July 26, 2002. Page, 6E. 
The Ranger, "Duty Free Exhibit Explores Cultural Diversity," by Abbey Cedeno. Nov. 22, 2002 Article, Pg 9.
Star Time, "Art Party," Friday July 26, 2002. Page 4. 
Fort Worth Weekly, "Over Ovaries," by Anthony Mariani. Aug. 1-7, volume 7, Number 18, 2002. Article, page 20.

2001
The News, Artist talk and Serigraph Demonstration at the Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi. Sunday, August 19, 2001. 

2000
Dallas Morning News, "Artist Looks at the Meaning of Signs," by Tom Sime. Wednesday, September 27, 2000.Photograph and article, page 5C and 9C.
Graphic Impressions, newsletter, Southern Graphics Council. Fall 2000. 
Star Telegram, "Fort Worth International Center," by Kendra Boome. Sunday, May 28, 2000, Page 5D.
Star Telegram, "Other Views," Friday, May 12-18, 2000. Star Time, Page 23.
Irving Community Television Network (ICTN) Channel 18, "About Towne," Interview by Catherine Whiteman. Wednesday, September 27, 2000. 4:30 p.m., Thursday, September 28, 4:30 p.m. 8:00 p.m. and Friday, September 29, at 6:30 p.m.
Irving News, "IAC Galleries Featuring Variety of Artists, Works," Editor Barrie Page Hill. Sunday, September 24, 2000, page 5A and 7A.

1994
Mesa Legend, Mesa Community College newspaper, "Art Students Honored by Gallery," by Dan Miller. Tuesday, March 8, 1994. Mesa, AZ.

 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS 

2005 
Artist Grant, Vermont Studio Center.Johnson, VT. 

2002

Clay Fellowship Residency, Women's Studio Workshop, Rosendale, NY.

2001
Artist in Residence, "Series Project VIII," Coronado Studios, Austin, TX.

2000
Feature Show Award, Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln, NB.
Cash award, Fred Wells 24th National Juried Exhibition, NWU, Lincoln, NB.

1998-2000

Graduate Departmental Assistantship, TCU, with full tuition remission and monthly stipend.

1996-1998 
Board of Regents Scholarship, Arizona State University ASU.AZ.

1995
Second Prize in Print Category at Arizona State Fair. AZ
Juror's Award, Best of Category, Mesa Community College, Mesa, AZ.
League of Innovation Award, Mesa Community College, Mesa, AZ

1994
Juror's Award, Best of Category, Mesa Community College, Mesa, AZ.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2009-present
Assistant Adjunct Professor, 2-D Design, Drawing Fundemantals, University of Texas, Arlington.

2005-2009
Associate Faculty, Art Appreciation, 2-D Design, 3D Design, Collin County Community College, Texas.

2001-2008
Adjunct Faculty, 2D Design, Printmaking and Art Appreciation, Richland College, Dallas, Texas.

2008
Appointed Board and Committee Member. Conducting Developmental Workshops for 
Instructors and Students, helping in course curricula in Foundations Program, CIAC, Karachi, Pakistan.
2001                
Adjunct Faculty, Drawing. Brookhaven College, Farmers Branch, Texas.
Visiting Workshop Artist, Screenprinting on Clay, Brookhaven College, Farmers Branch, Texas.
Three Week Serigraph Workshop, CIAC, Karachi, Pakistan.
2000    
Teaching Assistant, Color and Design, spring semester. Supervisor:  David Conn. Duties: demonstration, critique, technical & conceptual assistance, TCU.
1999    
Teaching Assistant, Lithography, fall semester. Supervisor: Linda Guy. Duties: demonstration,
critique, technical & conceptual assistance, TCU.                             
Workshop Artist, 2-week printmaking sessions at the Art Camp at TCU,     
Teaching Assistant, Screenprinting, spring semester. Supervisor: Linda Guy. Duties: demonstration, critique, technical & conceptual assistance, TCU.
1998                
Teaching Assistant, Lithography, fall, TCU.

1992                
Artist Assistant, Art School, Studio One Art School, Karachi, Pakistan.
Art Instructor, Beacon House Elementary School, Karachi, Pakistan. 
