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For immediate release:

January, 2009                   
                                      NANCY  WYLLIE   “Observatory”
                                      NAHID  KHAKI   “Color Geometrics”
                                      Jan 20 – Feb 21, Reception: Feb 6, 6-8

Khaki Gallery is pleased to present “Observatory,” photoconstructions by  Nancy Wyllie and  “Color Geometrics,” paintings by Nahid Khaki.    
Nancy Wyllie holds Master degrees from Rhode Island School of Design and Tulane University.   Wyllie has had numerous solo and group exhibitions in New York, including White Columns, the Alternative Museum, Artists Space, Nexus Gallery, and Exit Art.  Her work has been included in many exhibitions at colleges and universities such as Ohio State University, Brandeis University and Marymount Manhattan College.   In 2000, she was one of five Americans selected to represent the U.S. at the 3rd International Festival of Experimental and Performing Art at Manege Central Exhibition Hall in St. Petersburg, Russia.  She is currently Professor of Art at the Community College of Rhode Island.   

As Wyllie explains: “Ilfochrome photographs of barrel-vaulted prison cells at Eastern State Penitentiary in Philadelphia provide the foundation for this body of work that represents an effort to push the boundaries between photography and architecture;  to challenge the two dimensionality traditionally associated with photography.  Large architectural housings were designed around the pictorial elements in the photographs….The varied surfaces on the housings have a painterly quality that reflects the level of distress and the chemical composition of many of the Penitentiary building materials depicted in the photographs.  This slurring of fact and fiction, the real and implied, the 2D and 3D is something that I am anxious to explore…”  
Nahid Khaki is an Iranian-born artist living in Massachusetts.  She has been active as an artist and photographer for the past three decades.  Since 2005, she has been the director of Khaki Gallery in Wellesley, where she has exhibited works by many emerging artists. “Color Geometrics” is one of the recent groups of multimedia paintings on paper and canvas by Khaki.  As the title suggests, this body of work is about color and geometrical shapes.  This is an ongoing project since 2006.  “The mood is that of being present and feeling light and  enjoying the life circumstances…”   
