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Khaki Gallery is pleased to present “Urbania”, photographs of  urban scenes by Craig Perini, John Steck Jr. and Nahid Khaki,  three artists with three  different approaches in their art and vision toward urban life.  

Craig Perini is an emerging fine art photographer who utilizes man-made and natural elements to compose strong images that explore man’s interaction with the world.  His formal training as an engineer is evident in his appreciation of the interrelationships of elements that comprise the final image.  Perini’s unique viewpoint entices the viewer  to slow down  and look  by moving one’s eyes across the horizon, or up and down the vertical to see  and truly experience the feeling of being in an urban environment.  

Perini utilizes a Kiev Horizon swing-lens camera or a Hasselblad XPan fixed-lens camera to capture his panoramic urban landscapes, an

on-going long term project.  The photographs included in “Urbania”  are black and white digitally enhanced images from scanned negatives  archivaly printed on Epson Velvet Fine Art paper, using  Epson UltraChrome  Matte Inks.  

John Steck  Jr. currently attends the New England School of Photography majoring in Editorial Photography and with a Minor in  Color Fine Art Photography.  Steck  has always been fascinated with shooting  simple  straight-forward images that capture a strong sense of  environment with emotions.  His unique vision  makes the ordinary atmospheres of his subjects, which are mostly urban scenes taken at night after the crowds have left,  into his own extraordinary creations.   The ghosts  of human existence fill these cityscapes.  Although there is no actual sign of people, the noise, the traffic and the hustle and bustle of a city,  somehow the feeling and the angst of the city stays and the city pulsates and lives on,  even though everyone is asleep.   Steck Uses a Yashica Mat Camera without use of  correction filters during the exposure, then he  masterfully develops 18x18”  C-prints from color 2 ¼ negatives in the darkroom.    
Nahid Khaki is an Iranian-born artist who has created art for the past 30 years.  Khaki started as a painter and later got interested in photography. 

The images included in “Urbania” are from a  group of photographs taken between 2003 to 2005 in New York City.  These images are Khaki’s visual diary of a city that she loves.  On her many trips to Manhattan, she documented  many different scenes in the city including mid-town streets, Grand Central Station, The Metropolitan  Museum of Art, the Soho district , Chelsea galleries, church façades, shop windows and elevators –all the places that she regularly visited.  Like all her works, these are the personal images of an observer.   Khaki used an Olympus OM1 35 mm camera to take these photographs on mostly Kodak B&W (C-41) film and enlarged  many of them  in the color darkroom herself.   She marks some of her prints with pencil and pastel in order to personalize them one step further as her diaries.  
