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Khaki Gallery is pleased to present “Bye Bye Paradise,” Boston’s first solo exhibition of Eric Stefanski, a MFA candidate at the School of the Museum of Fine Arts Boston.    

In “Bye Bye Paradise,” Stefanski draws from broad vocabularies such as his experience with vacant abandoned homes in his hometown of Chicago, his working class background and tenets of German Expressionism.  He focuses on breaking the barrier between high and low art, undermining historical painting tropes and exploring tension between abject and irony.  Stefanski’s new work borders something both didactic and polemic.  The work searches for the tension that is created when irony, humor and sarcasm is fused with the abject and violent.  Flowers, particularly still life paintings, have been been instrumental to Stefanski’s practice due to their strong relationship with art history and the memories of kitsch still-life paintings that were in his house as a child.  As he explains: “In amateur renderings of subjects such as flowers with weighted historical painting connotations, the work situates itself in reaction to virtuosity and hints of an historical critique.  Using materials like tar, stained bed sheets, silicone, polyurethane and neon spray paint to signify these principles, while hinting, the color, scale and surface complicates the critique, attempting to pull the work back to something more seductive and informed.”   

Originally from Chicago, Stefanski earned a B.S. from DePaul University and studied at the Art Institute of Chicago. Stefanski has had several exhibitions of his work in Chicago and most recently participated in group exhibitions at Roxbury Community College and Khaki gallery in Boston.
