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Khaki Gallery Boston is pleased to present “Traffic Cones Transcending,” new multimedia video installation works by Erik Sanner.
Erik Sanner integrates traditional media with contemporary methods to create dynamic installations he calls “paintings that move.”   Using original software to constantly recompose video and computer graphics, he projects the resulting imagery onto site-specific prepared surfaces such as oil paintings.  Each “moving painting” is constantly changing, providing the viewer with a unique experience every time it is viewed.

In “Traffic Cone Transcending Traffic,” which consists of original software and video projected onto a single painting, viewers encounter a landscape in which a single traffic cone is being painted, and is always visible even if traffic passes between the viewer and the cone.  The traffic cone is rendered a vibrant, saturated orange, while the rest of the landscape is murky and dim.  The traffic cone transcends the traffic by its physical reproduction, by its prominence in the composition, by its ability to make portions of vehicles invisible, and by its constant presence in the piece.

According to Sanner: “Traffic cones seem to embody stillness in an always-changing world.  Of course the cones themselves are moved around, mangled and worn, but for the most part our daily experience of traffic cones is witnessing swiftly-moving traffic and clouds and rain while the traffic cone is a constant presence in a fixed location.  The tension between photography and painting and the ephemeral nature of everything are also explored in this project.”
Erik Sanner’s overarching goal in all of his work is to expand our experience of painting by utilizing technology.

Sanner, a Wellesley native, is a media artist living and working in New York City.  He began exhibiting in Tokyo in the late nineties, holding his first solo show in 1998.  His education comes primarily from visiting museums around the globe.  Sanner was awarded a Manhattan Community Arts Fund (MCAF) grant in 2007 for his public art project “Chess.”  He was awarded a second MCAF grant in 2009 for “How to Enjoy Traffic Cones” – a diverse exhibition of work by several artists treating traffic cones as aesthetic phenomena.
