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Khaki Gallery is pleased to present “Moments Noticed,” works by two Boston based artists - photographer John Martino and sculptor Paul Walcott.  As the title suggests, both artists rely on chance encounters in making their art.  Martino roams the streets to find his images, which he calls “chance moments”, while Walcott roams antique shops and junk yards to locate “found objects” for his sculptures.   
Martino was raised in Glassport, Pennsylvania.   As a photographer, he is mainly self-taught.  Although he has taken several courses and workshops in photography, his main focus in college was literature and writing.  He  obtained a Doctoral of Arts in English from West Virginia University in 2000.  Martino photographs in the tradition of “street” as opposed to “studio” photography.  Roaming the streets on foot, using only available light, Martino photographs the real world.  With intuitive heightened attention, he takes advantage of circumstances around him and frames the images in his camera viewfinder. As he says: “Photography for me is a means to transform the world, not reproduce it.  Although my subject matter consists largely of “chance moments” and “found objects” from the world outside, the aim of my work is not to document or confirm, but to suggest and entertain.  As such, my photos are works of fiction…”   Martino uses mostly a Nikon FE with a fixed 28 mm, f2 Nikor lens, shoots exclusively in black and white Tri-X or Neopan 400 film.  He develops and prints his own work in the darkroom.  
Walcott was raised in Massachusetts and attended the Maine College of Art in Portland, where he received a BFA in Sculpture in 1986.   Early on, he  was fascinated with the use of found objects in art-making.  Later, while  living and working in various parts of the country including Vermont and Northern California, his techniques and materials evolved based on what facilities and tools he had at hand to produce his art.  As he explains: “The majority of my three dimensional work is a combination of welded steel with found objects, wherein odd scraps of metal, layers of paint, and discarded items from the past, are brought together to transcend their individual qualities and become part of a larger  “whole”.  Yet, they can retain their recognizable form within the overall assembly of “parts”…The found materials I use typically have an aesthetic quality inherent in them which I respond to first…I am challenged to retain the individual, unique quality inherent in them, and at the same time creating an entirely new and unified composition.  A dialog is set up within the assembly of different objects and hand made forms, creating, in a sense, my own language, which can sometimes seem ambiguous and at other times more direct and literal in expression.” 

Two dimensional work as well as sculpture both remain important means of expression for Walcott.   About 8 years ago, he also began making “art furniture/functional art” in welded steel, a direct offshoot of his sculpture where “the barriers between fine art and function are blurred in an attempt to animate the inanimate, stir the imagination and soul, and illuminate ordinary everyday life!”  
