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Khaki Gallery is pleased to present “Profiles: Portraits of Free-Range Humans,” by Mark Ostow a Cambridge-based photographer.    As the title suggests Ostow photographs his subjects in their own natural environment rather than constricting them to the artificial environment of the studio.
Ostow attended State University of New York in Binghamton in the 1980’s majoring in philosophy and photography.   For the past 18 years, he has worked as a professional photographer and shoots portraits for publications such as Atlantic Monthly and The New York Times.   Ostow also teaches a photo workshop every year for high school students, as well as photo workshops at Germain Lawrence Academy and at New England Shelter for Homeless Veterans. 
Ostow says about his work: “Every moment in our lives informs every other moment, every event effects every other event.  When my great grandfather sneezed it set off a chain of events that led to the birth of my twin girls.  I became a photographer the day my father died.  My dad was born because my grandfather got on a boat to a new world.  My first photographs were taken with a plastic camera called the Mark 127.  It took a week to get them developed at a local drugstore, the mystery, the excitement of opening the package.  Sadly, the negatives were often blank.  As a grown-up, I still feel the anticipation and fear of what awaits me at the photo lab.  It is one of the reasons why I still use film.  During a shoot I often think I am going to end up being best friends with my subject.  It’s very intimate.  Most of the time I never see or speak to them again.”  
