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Khaki Gallery is pleased to present “Relations,” the first Massachusetts

solo exhibition of portrait photography by Pennsylvania- based photographer

Lydia Panas. 

Lydia Panas is a graduate of Boston College (1980), The School of Visual Arts (1984) and New York University/ International Center of Photography (1989).  She currently teaches photography at the Baum School of Art / Lehigh Carbon Community College in Allentown, Pennsylvania.  Panas has exhibited extensively and won numerous awards throughout the country. Most recently, she received the Curator’s Distinction Award from Anne Wilkes Tucker of the Museum of Fine Arts Houston for the 25th Anniversary Exhibition at the Houston Center for Photography, and two Pennsylvania Partner’s in the Arts Awards, for public works projects.    Moreover, Panas was selected in the Photography Now 2006 Exhibition, and is included in the 13th Juried Exhibition at Griffin Museum of Photography.
It can be challenging to frame a person’s individuality, but as an accomplished portraitist, Lydia Panas is able to capture the human experience in her subjects. As it is done by most skillful photographers, she does not get in the way of her pictures.  Panas  handsomely composes her images by arranging her subjects naturally in an  almost timeless manner, as though, they were about to say something.   Most of the subjects are looking straight toward the camera (viewer) in a manner as to engage the viewer by evoking emotional response and provoking thoughts.    “My photographs are about the politics of relationships,” says Lydia Panas. “They explore how individuals place themselves in relation to one another, in front of the camera.  I am interested in who dominates, who holds back, who looks at whom, and who looks away… With each picture, I find my eyes open to the mystery of our relationships.  I watch how I see.  I watch what I look for and what makes me care.”   Panas uses a 4 x 5 Horseman Woodman 45 Field Camera with 150 mm lens.  

