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“Az Kavir  Az Khak / From Desert From Earth”           SOROUSH  PAYANDEH
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Khaki Gallery Boston is pleased to present “NEDA: In the Light” photographic works  by Nahid Khaki and  “Az Kavir Az Khak /From  Desert From Earth”  photographs by Soroush Payandeh  this summer.   Both Payandeh and Khaki are Iranian artists whose work cannot be shown in Iran because of their figurative content.  Payandeh lives in Iran while Khaki has lived in the United States for the past 35 years.   

“NEDA: In the light” is a selection of 14 silhouette portraits of the artist’s niece, Neda,  in different graceful, free-flowing dance positions against a glowing background light.  Khaki took these images in late 2008.   The name “Neda” which means “calling or voice” is a common  female Iranian name, coincidentally also the  name of the young innocent  Iranian woman named Neda Agha-Soltan who was brutally killed  by a sniper allegedly from the Basij militia  who shot her on June 20th  while she was leaving a protest on the streets  of Tehran.   By exhibiting this series of work the artist intends to recall and pay her respect to the memory of Neda  who has become the symbol and the voice of a revolution  for freedom -- not just in Iran but  in the whole world.   
“Az Kavir Az Khak /From Desert From Earth” are a selection of photographs taken in the Khara desert in Southern Iran in 2006.   The subject matter of these images are male nudes in the desert.  There are many restrictions on displaying such artworks in Iran and exhibiting these photographs could result in prosecution. According to Soroush Payandeh: “Nudes and the desert were selected to highlight the barenness between two earthly entities, and the connection of the earthly body to the bare body of the earth…The space in these photographs is empty of any other element or material in nature…I have tried to make the mind of the viewer empty and bare of any image or thought in order to focus on the symbols of man’s bewilderment and missing internal reality in this world…These images suggest a condemned man whose search for the creator lingers in one’s mind forever…” 
