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Khaki Gallery is pleased to present “Liminalities” and “Soft Cities,” two bodies of work by Boston-based photographer Gary Duehr.  Duehr is a visual arts critic, art gallery manager, and a teacher. 
In 2007, Duehr was chosen as a Best Emerging Artist in New England by the International Association of Art Critics.   His work has been widely exhibited in Massachusetts and throughout the United States, as well as  Tokyo, Belgrade, and Havana.   Duehr has written for journals including ArtScope, Art on Paper, Communication Arts, and Frieze.  His past awards include grants from the LEF Foundation and the Rockefeller Foundation.   
Gleaned from movies using a slow shutter speed, images in “Liminalities” are filled with cinematic beauty and saturated in color.  In this series, Duehr captures the moments between as frames shift from one image to another.  As he describes: “There is a feeling that narrative is suspended, that something has just happened or is about to.  A door is partway open, the back of a head is glimpsed in a hallway… In these overlaps, ghostly trails appear.   Streaks of light and patches of shadow interrupt a possible story.”   Although providing the viewer with a mere glimpse, Duehr’s images can be seen as cultural and social commentary on American consciousness.  
The images in “Soft Cities,” taken in Paris, Venice, Florence, and other cities,  treat architecture and street scenes as if they are fleeting, ghostly impressions.  These images of actual places are not meant to be visual documents of real scenes.   Instead of portraying landmarks, these fragments allow viewers to assemble their own version of the city.  Duehr creates visual poems that capture the imagined mood, not of actual cities like Venice or Paris, but of the romantic images they evoke in our minds.   As he says: “moments or details you might pass without noticing…These aren’t the scenes that cry out to have their pictures taken.”   

