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Khaki Gallery Boston is pleased to present “WOWbug & Other Micro-Natures,” photographs by Jennifer Formica and Angela Devenney.   As the title suggests, the subjects of the majority of the works by these two artists  are bugs, insects and other micro natural creatures.   Both artists create

their photographic imagery without the use of a camera.   Instead, they 
use a scanner like a microscope uncovering secrets in the objects that 
are invisible to the naked eye.    Emphasis on elaborate and intricate
details is  a common quality of the work of both these  artists.   Yet each artist achieves astonishing results through her individual language and

her art form.    

Jennifer Formica is an artist living in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.  She 

received  her M.F.A . at the State University of New York at Buffalo.   

Her work has been exhibited in numerous solo and group exhibitions in galleries throughout the United States including, “She Blinded Me with Science” at Gallery 138 in New York City, “Micro Nature” at Pelham Art 

Center in New York and “Essence: Matter/Science/Photography” at the State University of West Georgia Art Gallery.    Formica is interested in the underlying code of visual signals of  living organisms.  She is captivated by the way in which color, pattern, texture and form play a role in the natural selection process.   As she explains:   “My color photographs are ephemeral tableaux that are meant to evoke the inner psyche and reveal hidden beauty in organic matter.  In my series Micro Nature, I digitally scan microscopic plant and animal matter.   Through this process I am able to magnify, document and abstract an unseen hidden world of complex forms, textures and bright vibrant colors.   My work explores mating, camouflage, natural selection, seduction and the inevitability of decay.”   

Angela Devenney is from Maine.  She received her BFA from Massachusetts College of Art in Boston in 2005.  She has exhibited    her works in several national juried shows including  “Biennial 07”,  Portland Museum of Art, Portland, ME; “Works on Paper”, Long Beach Island Foundation of the Arts and Sciences, New Jersey;  “57th Art of the Northeast USA” Silvermine Guild Art  Center, New Canan, CT; “Biennial Juried Exhibition” Center for  Maine Contemporary Art, Rockport, ME, and  galleries at Mass College of Art.   Devenney constructs her images from found organic materials collected in her wanderings.  “I grew up in the woods,” she explains, “I made mud pies; I dug in old trash heaps.   I got my fingers pinched by crabs  gathered  from the seaweed…The subjects of my curiosity today are hardly different than they were twenty years ago.  I make these images to express my wonder surrounding such subjects that are dually familiar, yet ultimately mysterious…The found organic materials are common – flies, moths, ladybugs – and often considered a nuisance, feared or ignored.  Just as these insects change states throughout their lives, I continue this transformation by constructing patterns or scenes that captivate through the juxtaposition of disgust and delight.  I create yet another new life for the insects.  Each insect, each material, I come in contact with has a history.  While finding and collecting the “specimens,” and constructing images, I admire the beauty and build of each insect, and ponder its demise.”
