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Khaki Gallery is pleased to present “Atlanic Light,” photographs by Luke Snyder and paintings by Susanah Howland.    As the title suggests, the subject matter of this exhibition is the traditional maritime landscape   of   the Atlantic region.   Each artist uses an unique approach to go beyond the context of traditional photography and traditional painting, and creates unconventional representations of a traditional subject.  
Luke Snyder grew up in Virginia and attended Middle Tennessee State University where he received a B.S. in Mass Communication and Fine Arts in 2001. In 2003, he graduated from Thomas Nelson College with A.A.S in Photography and Fine Arts.  In recent years, Snyder has taken independent studies at the Massachusetts College of Art.  His work has been exhibited  extensively in recent years at: The Photographic Resource Center (PRC), South Shore Art Center, and National Photographic Competition  Exhibition in Cambridge, and also in Seattle, New York and Virginia.  “Atlantic Light”  

is an ongoing project for Luke Snyder.  According to Snyder: “I use the photographically derived image, with its indelible power to suggest, truth, but through manipulation I try to create images that transcend their photomechanical birth… My interest in landscape is that it functions as a continual stage, sometimes dramatically revealing a transcendent story.” 

Snyder achieves painterly results through his technical repertoire, and therefore, his photographs resemble paintings. He developed his unique printing style while studying art and photography in college.  He starts with a 35mm slide and prints a 4x5 inch negative image on standard color paper.   Then he peels the plastic coating off of the back of the negative print.  This paper inter-negative is placed between two pieces of glass and put back into the enlarger to print a 30x40 inch final print.   

Susanah Howland has been painting and drawing most of her adult life, although less so while raising her family and working as a freelance natural science illustrator.  She received a B.A. from the College of William & Mary in 1979, and in recent years, she has taken independent studies in painting at the Decordova Museum School and the Massachusetts College 
of Art.   Howland is a past member of Watercolor Arts Society in Houston, and Guild of Natural Science Illustrators, and currently the Concord Art Association.  In recent years, she has exhibited at: the Annual Juried Watercolor show in Houston, the Guild of Natural Science Illustrators National Exhibition at the Smithsonian Institution, the Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences, and the Concord Art Association among others.  Howland is a keen observer of the natural world and depicts extremely atmospheric and beautiful compositions of maritime landscapes in her paintings. Although, her work is in small scale (12 x12 or 16x20), Howland emphasizes deep space and open compositions beyond the frame of the picture - as if the frame is not the end but the beginning of the picture.  Moreover, her minimalist style is quiet and breathtaking and she uses color in a non-traditional and abstract manner.   As she explains: “ My paintings reflect my affinity for landscape and light - not to replicate the image of a specific place or time, but to grasp the essence of a beloved place as I know it… It is through rigorous observation and investigation of landscapes that I find overarching elements that inform and integrate my perceptions: big and  small, near and far, rough and smooth, warm and cool.  These ever present elements become the springboard for my imagination.  My work has always been tonalist in form and presentation; the use of a limited palette and minimal detail focus my expression on the underlying and unchanging essence of a place – which is what compels me to paint.  Recently, color has begun to find its way into my work more and more.  I find playing with color is great fun.  The question has become “how far can I go with color and still retain tonalism?” 
