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Khaki Gallery is pleased to present works by two photographers:  “American Expressions: Portraits from Skid Row,” by Maya Dreilinger, and“Street Portraits,” by Michael Itkoff.  As the titles suggest, both photographers focus on some of the less exalted members of society.        
Maya Dreilinger is an Israeli-born artist living in the U.S.   She received her BFA from the California Institute of the Arts in 2001 and then returned to Israel to continue an ongoing project documenting life in Tel Aviv.  Her work earned her a job as a freelance photographer for the main daily newspaper, the MAARIV.  After returning to Los Angeles, Dreilinger concentrated her efforts documenting the plight of the homeless.     She set up an ad hoc studio at the offices of the Los Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN), working in the Central City East community of downtown   Los Angeles, commonly known as Skid Row, she created portraits of homeless and very low-income residents in an effort to change the public perception of poor and homeless downtown residents from one of the negativity to one of strength and beauty and to raise awareness.  As She elaborates: “ I believe this art project can return a dialogue to the humanity of those affected by homelessness and poverty and, in so doing, tell stories and show faces that would otherwise be ignored.  This work allows for the residents of Skid Row to actively participate, through portraiture, in undoing stereotypes placed upon them by media and others.  Along with the portraits, the subjects are given questionnaires, with queries similar to those  that the American Express advertisements posit to celebrities.    Instead of glorifying celebrities, however, I have chosen to glorify and celebrate the resilient individuals of Skid Row.”  Dreilinger‘s photography was most recently included in the Women in Photography International 100 Year, Turning Silver Archive. Currently, she is attending the International Center of Photography in New York City, expanding her expertise in documentary photography.  

Michael Itkoff is a founding editor of Daylight Magazine.  Itkoff’s photographs have been exhibited around the world and are included in public and private collections in the United States.  He was a finalist in the Spring 2006 Hey, Hot Shot! Competition at Jen Bekman Gallery in New York City and was recipient of the Howard Chapnick Grant for the Advancement of Photojournalism (2006) as well as a Creative Artists Fellowship from the Pennsylvania Arts Council (2007).  Charta Art Books will be publishing Itkoff’s first monograph “Street Portraits” in 2009.  As Itkoff explains: “The “Street Portraits” project originated from a desire to subvert the hierarchy created by celebrity photography and advertising.  It consists of portraits taken in five cities around the world since 2002: London, Sydney, Hanoi, Bangkok, and New York.    Billions are spent every year in order to show us the same faces and products in clean, controlled studio settings.  In response, I wanted to take a piece of the studio or gallery wall and place it behind ordinary people in the street.  While photographing in disparate urban settings the white board becomes an equalizer, a negative space that unites the subjects while separating them from their individual contexts.”   
