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Khaki Gallery Boston is commemorating the one year passing of Ali Farhoodi (1951-2014), an Iranian-American photographer, with a solo exhibition of his photographic work “Refractions.”

The title “Refractions,” is not only the title of one of Farhoodi’s photographs, but also describes Farhoodi’s approach and style of photography in which he transformed the world he saw into extraordinary scenes.  Farhoodi said he composed every image at the time he took them, adding, “the camera is seldom straight, perspective is crushed and light is optimally used.”  He took the act of seeing further by looking at an object from multiple angles and directions. By juxtaposing four or sixteen photographs together, Farhoodi created isotropic installations, forming unique images from ordinary environments.  

As he explained: “I take time to observe, examine and capture pictures of objects and elements that are elusive, beautiful and real, but frequently go unnoticed in our fast paced and visually cluttered environment that promotes inattention and distraction.  These images employ angles, compositions and forms that seem unreal, unfamiliar and perhaps exotic, but are always harmonious…The goal is to transform a viewer from a passive ‘watching’ mode to an active ‘seeing’ state.” 

Ali Farhoodi studied cinema and educational media at Boston University, earning a doctoral degree. He worked as a television producer for over a decade, winning an Emmy and an award from New York Film Festivals, among others.  He also taught at Boston University, the University of Massachusetts and the New England Institute of Art. Farhoodi participated in solo and group exhibitions in Boston, Los Angeles, Laguna Beach, Westlake and Toronto. He was recognized by juried International Photography Awards competition for his “Art in Architecture” series in 2005.  He was also selected for the APA-LA (Advertising Photographers of America) juried Annual Photography Competition in 2007 and was one of the selected artists of the Off the Clock APA LA curated Personal Photography Exhibition in 2014.

